
  
Full-Day Kindergarten 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

 Why is a Full-Day Kindergarten program valuable?  
 
The Pittsford Central School District (PCSD) has enjoyed a long history of community support 
and success. A successful school district, supported by its residents, attracts families to the 
community which helps maintain property values. Over the past few years, parents registering 
their children for school in PCSD are regularly, and increasingly, surprised and disappointed to 
learn that PCSD does not provide full-day kindergarten.  
 
With more than 99% of the school districts in New York State offering a full day of instruction 
for all of their students, PCSD students must work for three years to catch up and overcome the 
gap created by a half-day kindergarten program. Despite our teachers’ best efforts, students 
here begin their school career at a deficit and then must compete with other NYS students who 
have had the benefit of a full-day kindergarten program.  
 
As a premier school district, PCSD has the opportunity to not only eliminate this gap, but to 
start our students off with an enriching experience; allowing them to start school feeling good 
about themselves as learners.  

 

       Will the Full-Day Kindergarten program be on the May 16, 2017 ballot? Will it 
be included as part of the school budget or as a separate referendum?  

  
The Board of Education is planning to include funding for Full-Day Kindergarten in the 
District’s 2017-2018 regular program budget. The final decision will be made by the Board of 
Education when it adopts the Superintendent’s Proposed Budget on April 12, 2017. If the vote 
in May is favorable, the Full-Day Kindergarten program will be implemented in the 2017-2018 
school year. 
 

 Are PCSD half-day kindergarteners behind full-day kindergarteners from like-
districts at the end of the school year? 

 
PCSD research showed that the number of Full-Day Kindergarten students in a like-district 
who achieve the established end-of-kindergarten reading benchmark was 18% percent higher 
than PCSD’s Half-Day Kindergarten students (86% vs. 68%), according to Fountas & Pinnell 
Benchmark Assessment System. 

 

 The high school achievement data for PCSD is excellent and our kids are 
succeeding without this program; why do we need it?  
 
It’s true that our students are excelling and that PCSD is a nationally ranked school district 
today. However, in keeping with our core values of being student-centered and focused on 
continuous improvement, Full-Day Kindergarten provides us with opportunities to better meet 
the academic, social, and emotional needs of our future learners in order to maintain our 
commitment to excellence well into the future. 

(Continued)  



PCSD Full-Day Kindergarten FAQ, Page 2/5 
 

 Will redistricting be necessary to accommodate the addition of Full-Day 
Kindergarten?  

 
No, at this time, enrollment projections reveal that if Full-Day Kindergarten is rolled out in 
PCSD, kindergarteners will attend the elementary school in their existing school-attendance 
area.  
 

 How will the addition of Full-Day Kindergarten impact the five elementary 
schools’ building capacity and class sizes?  
 
Year-over-year data show the five elementary school buildings’ capacities are well within 
established parameters. Class sizes are determined using the same formulas at all PCSD 
elementary schools to ensure parity among schools. This formula provides productive class 
sizes for students and teachers and makes certain that class sizes among all five PCSD 
elementary schools are analogous.  

 

 What’s the difference between a Half- and a Full- Day Kindergarten program? 
 
Students have significantly more time in their day to learn – 6.5 hours vs. 2.75 hours. This 
increase in time allows students to participate in literacy and math centers every day. 
Students in the current half-day program typically use one center or the other each day. 
 
The increased time also provides increased opportunities in science, social studies, fine motor 
skill development, and free choice play (including 45 minutes for lunch and recess).  
 
Our research shows us that students enrolled in Full-Day Kindergarten benefit from improved 
academic performance, therefore, requiring fewer interventions to catch up. Social/emotional 
benefits for the student include improved confidence, independence, self-esteem, and a 
smoother transition to first grade. 
 
The increased hours also allow teachers to individualize instruction and provide a stronger 
parent/teacher relationship. 

 

 What is the tax implication for this program?  
 

Using current NYS Aid formulas, the estimated impact on the average PCSD homeowner with a 
$250,000 full-value assessed home is $140-$150/year. This figure is lower than initially 
estimated and will become more fine-tuned as the program is defined.  
 

 Will the addition of this program cause the school district to override the NYS 
tax cap?  

 
PCSD will begin to follow other NYS school districts in asking residents for a Super Majority or 
60% vote in order to override the tax cap for the 2017-2018 budget. A number of variables 
make this annual budget – with or without Full-Day Kindergarten – a challenge to remain 
within the tax cap, including the estimated tax levy, declining NYS aid and evolving tax cap 
laws. For information explaining the NYS Tax Cap, please visit the PCSD website. 
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 How much state aid will PCSD receive for Full-Day Kindergarten as compared 
with other NYS school districts?  
 
In the first year of the Full-Day Kindergarten program, NYS will pay “Full-Day Kindergarten 
Conversion Aid.” Due to Pittsford’s higher than average wealth, that aid is estimated at 
approximately $700,000.  
 
School districts that implemented Full-Day Kindergarten before 2007 received and continue to 
receive aid at the full-day rate for their Full-Day Kindergarten students. Because the governor 
froze Foundation Aid – without prior notice – if PCSD implements Full-Day Kindergarten, it 
will only receive aid on a half-day program. 

 

 Will the addition of Full-Day Kindergarten require the District to purchase 
school buses?  
 
Adding Full-Day Kindergarten will eliminate the mid-day run home for AM Kindergarteners 
and to-school for PM Kindergarteners. This will result in a cost neutral change or potential 
savings in personnel costs. Additional buses would be purchased out of the Bus Purchase 
Reserve (savings account), which requires voter approval to access. An estimated five drivers 
and five buses would be added. No tax impact for bus purchases if approved by the voters. 
 

         If Full-Day Kindergarten is implemented and future budget cuts become 
necessary, will the secondary programs suffer?  
  
Whenever budget adjustments are necessary, the entire program and organization are 
reviewed. Previous cuts have been made at every level, as well as in support services, athletics, 
and extra-curricular activities.  
  
The District Planning Team (with representation from every stakeholder group including 
parents, residents without children enrolled in school, teachers, and administrators) 
participates in these decisions by making recommendations to the Superintendent. The District 
Planning Team has historically targeted cuts furthest from the classroom, or from programs 
and offerings with a lack of interest, redundancy and/or obsolescence. 

 

 Is it possible for parents to pay PCSD out-of-pocket for a Full-Day Kindergarten 
program?  
 
No, NYS law prohibits this. 
 

 What is the value of a Full-Day Kindergarten program for my child?  
 

A Full-Day Kindergarten program increases academic performance, but also impacts a 
student’s ability to develop deeper friendships, confidence and self-esteem.  
 
Research shows that there is a strong link between play and learning for young children, 
especially in the areas of problem solving, language and number skills, and social, physical, and 
emotional skills. Different activities that highlight these skills will help kindergarteners to think 
creatively, explore and investigate, solve problems and share their learning with others. 
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 How does a Full-Day Kindergarten program fit into PCSD’s current structure?  
 

A Full-Day Kindergarten program aligns with the District’s Strategic Initiative of increasing 
rigor and authenticity in students’ learning by engaging students through more integrated 
classroom practices.  
 
A Full-Day Kindergarten program will provide programmatically and developmentally 
appropriate curriculum. This is not a pre-first grade program.  
 

 What are the property value implications if PCSD remains among the 1% of NYS 
school districts that do not provide Full-Day Kindergarten? 
 
The District Registrar hears from new families regularly that they are surprised and 
disappointed that Full-Day Kindergarten is not offered, however, forecasting future property 
values is impossible based on this singular subjective factor. 

 

 Is Full-Day Kindergarten required by law since 99% of NYS school districts  
offer it? 

 
It’s true that 99% of NYS school districts currently provide a Full-Day Kindergarten program, 
but it is not mandated by the NYS Education Department. PCSD would be among the last 
school districts in the state to offer a Full-Day Kindergarten program. The last time PCSD 
looked at adding a Full-Day Kindergarten program was in 1998.  

 

 How did the District decide to go forward with the implementation of Full-Day 
Kindergarten?  

This is a community decision. In the spring of 2016, PCSD conducted a survey to gauge the 
community’s level of support for a Full-Day Kindergarten program. While the District’s 
research and community input showed support for a Full-Day Kindergarten program, 
diminished state aid and a restricting tax cap create a complex budget scenario for PCSD as it 
attempts to improve programs. Other school districts were able to implement this program 
prior to these unannounced funding changes and received significantly more state aid 
reimbursements than PCSD stands to receive.  
 
During a public workshop in September, the Board of Education agreed that the value and 
importance of a Full-Day Kindergarten program relates directly to a child’s social, emotional 
and academic well-being and that the District should move forward.  
 
At this time, the Board of Education and Administration continue to work with the State 
Education Department and State Legislators in the hopes of acquiring additional funding to 
offset the program’s costs.  
 
 

(Continued)  



PCSD Full-Day Kindergarten FAQ, Page 5/5 
 

 What research has been done on Full-Day Kindergarten programs?  
 

Data and research show that compared to their peers who experienced a Full-Day Kindergarten 
program, first-grade students who attended a half-day program exhibited a gap in academic 
achievement, eventually made up, but not until third grade. The implications of this gap may 
have lasting effects on a student’s confidence, approach to school, and love of learning. 
 
Also found, starting in first grade, students attending a half-day kindergarten program 
demonstrate lower-than-expected foundational reading skills.  
 
Programmatically, a Full-Day Kindergarten program allows for these expanded opportunities: 

o Daily reading, writing, math, free choice time, recess  

o Science and social studies content exploration  

o Developmentally appropriate play-based learning  

o Fine and gross motor skill development  

o Increased independence  
 

According to a PCSD kindergarten teacher, “Instructing more rigorous learning standards in 
a developmentally appropriate way requires more time than is available in a half-day 
program.”  
 
 

 Where can I get more detail on the figures and research PCSD conducted on 
Full-Day Kindergarten programs?  

 
Please visit www.pittsfordschools.org and click on the “Quick Link” on the left side of the 
homepage called, “Full-Day K.” Research, videos, data sheets and presentations on the subject 
are all posted in this section.  
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